Examples of common literary tropes and stylistic devices:
Simile:
A simile compares two unlike things using “like” or “as.”
Example: “The night was as dark as coal.”
In Literature: From “To Kill a Mockingbird” by Harper Lee: “The tree was as still as the growing midnight.”
Metaphor:
A metaphor directly equates two things, suggesting they are the same.
Example: “The world is a stage.”
In Literature: From “The Great Gatsby” by F. Scott Fitzgerald: “I was within and without, simultaneously enchanted and repelled by the inexhaustible variety of life.”
Personification:
Personification attributes human qualities to non-human objects or animals.
Example: “The wind whispered secrets through the trees.”
In Literature: From “Romeo and Juliet” by William Shakespeare: “Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon.”
Alliteration:
Alliteration is the repetition of initial consonant sounds in nearby words.
Example: “Whispering winds whirled wildly.”
In Literature: From “The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe: “While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping.”
Onomatopoeia:
Onomatopoeia uses words that mimic sounds.
Example: “The bees buzzed around the garden.”
In Literature: From “For Whom the Bell Tolls” by Ernest Hemingway: “Thy bellies empty, buzzing.”
Hyperbole:
Hyperbole is an intentional exaggeration for emphasis or humor.
Example: “I’m so hungry I could eat a horse.”
In Literature: From “Catch-22” by Joseph Heller: “He was so hot he felt like he was melting.”
Irony:
Irony is when the opposite of what is expected occurs or is meant.
Example: A fire station burns down.
In Literature: In “Pride and Prejudice” by Jane Austen, the ironic proposal scene shows Mr. Collins proposing in a way that actually ensures Elizabeth will reject him.
Oxymoron:
An oxymoron is a combination of contradictory words.
Example: “Deafening silence.”
In Literature: From “Romeo and Juliet” by William Shakespeare: “Parting is such sweet sorrow.”
Imagery:
Imagery uses descriptive language to paint a picture in the reader’s mind.
Example: “The golden sunlight poured over the field, illuminating every blade of grass.”
In Literature: From “Jane Eyre” by Charlotte Brontë: “A Christmas frost had come at midsummer; a white December storm had whirled over June; ice glazed the ripe apples, drifts crushed the blowing roses; on hayfield and cornfield lay a frozen shroud.”
Symbolism:
Symbolism uses objects, characters, or events to represent ideas or concepts.
Example: A red rose often symbolizes love.
In Literature: In The “Scarlet Letter” by Nathaniel Hawthorne, the scarlet letter “A” symbolizes both adultery and resilience.
