1. [bookmark: _Toc112084177]Word accentual instability

Variation in the accentual patterns of particular words occurs as the result of rhythmic and analogical pressures, both of which often also entail changes in vowels and, to a lesser extent, consonants.
(l) Rhythmic changes-In some words containing more than two syllables there appears to be a tendency to avoid a succession of weak syllables, especially if these have /ə/ or /i/. Thus, in words of three syllables, there is variation between ['--] and [-'-] patterns, e.g. exquisite /'ekskwizit/ or /ikskwizit/, deficit /'defisit/* or /di'fisit/, integral /'intigrəl/* or /in'tegrəl/. There is variation between [-'-] and [--'] in importune /imˈpo:tʃu:m/ or /impə' tʃu:n/ and between ['--] and [--'] inpremature /'premətʃə/* or /premə'tʃʊə/.
Similarly, in words of four syllables, there is variation between first and second syllable accenting, e.g. controversy /'kɒntrəvɜ:si/ or /kən'trovəsi/, hospitable /'hɒspitəbl/ or / hɒsˈpitəbl /"; and variation in second and third syllable accenting in centrifugal /sen'trifjʊgl/ or /sentri'fju:gl/*.
Television now has the pattern /'teliviʒn/* predominantly, the variant /teliˈviʒn/ being less common.
Longer words, too, often exhibit a tendency towards the alternation of accented and unaccented syllables with various rhythmic patterns. Many others may vary in their accentual pattern between GB and GA, e.g. Adam s 'apple (GB) vs 'Adam s apple (GA), peanut 'butter (GB) vs 'peanut butter (GA), shop 'steward (GB) vs 'shop steward (GA), stage 'manager (GB) vs 'stage manager (GA), vocal 'cords (GB) vs 'vocal cords (GA), 'season ticket (GB) vs season 'ticket (GA). As can be seen, nearly all of these involve a shift from final accent in GB to initial accent in GA.
To a limited extent, stress is phonemic in English. This means that a small number of minimal word pairs exist that are differentiated only by stress. Table 11 lists some of these minimal pairs. These words are spelled in exactly the same way and have a prefix-plus-stem structure. It can be seen that these words, when functioning as verbs, have stress on the second syllable, whereas they have stress on the first syllable when they function as nouns or adjectives.
It was shown above that some compounds have variable stress depending on the stress pattern of the following word. This is true for a number of English words: Heath'row for example changes the stress pattern in 'Heathrow 'airport and thir'teen does the same in 'thirteen 'girls. Equally, ho'tel turns into 'hotel in 'hotel 'management, it is champagne but 'champagne 'breakfast and can'teen but 'canteen 'cook. In general, four types of words can be identified in English that often change their stress pattern when they are produced in combination with other words. These are
- adjectives ending in -ese
- adjectives starting with un-
- adjectives that can be used adverbially
- numerals between 12 and 99, excepting 20,30,40,50,60, 70, 80 and 90.
For example, Japa'nese changes into 'Japanese girl, un'happy turns into "the 'unhappy boy", up'stairs is produced with initial stress in 'upstairs room, and twenty'one turns into "with 'twentyone white swans".
Table 11. Some English minimal word pairs that are differentiated by stress
only.
	Verb 			
	Noun 		
	Adjective

	per'fect
	
			'perfect


	ab'stract
	'abstract
	'abstract

	sub'ject
	'subiect
	'subiect

	up'date
	'update
	

	in'sert
	'insert
	

	ob'ject
	'obiect
	

	per'mit
	'permit
	

	in'crease
	'increase
	

	de'crease
	'decrease
	

	con'duct
	'conduct
	

	ex 'port
	'export
	

	in'sult
	'insult
	

	pro 'test
	'protest
	

	pro'duce
	'produce
	

	sur'vey
	'survey
	

	re 'cord
	'record
	

	con'tract
	'contract
	


				
	For many English words, two stress patterns are possible, even within the same variety of English. This variable stress reflects ongoing language change. In RP, 'exquisite (used only by conservative speakers any more) is changing into ex'quisite (used primarily by younger speakers), dis'pute is also heard as 'dispute, 'comparable can also be pronounced com'parable and 'laboratory also occurs as la'boratory. Equally, eti'quette is changing into 'etiquette, 'integral into in'tegral, 'kilometre into ki'lometre, 'lamentable into la'mentable, 'communal into co'mmunal and 'formidable into for'midable. A look at the history of English shows that stress patterns of words were particularly variable during the Early Modern English period when an enormous amount of loan words entered the language from Latin or French. Very often, the 'original' Latin or French stress pattern existed alongside a version in which stress followed the rule of initial stress for many Germanic words. For example e'ssay, a'spect and dis'course should be heard at that time as well as the stress pattern that has survived in contemporary English.
Differences in stress furthermore exist between present-day varieties of English. Some differences between word stress in RP and GA are shown in Table 12. It also includes two examples of differences in compound stress between the two varieties of English.
Table 12. Differences in word stress between RP and GA.
	RP
	GA

	ciga'rette
	'cigarette

	'harass (ment) 	
	ha'rass(ment)

	la'boratory	
	'laboratory

	con 'troversy
	'controversy

	re'source	
	'resource

	re'search
	'research



