ARMED CONFLICTS 
	Talking points
	Vocabulary

	
1. What is a military conflict? What are military conflicts usually rooted in? Give an example.
2. What impact do military conflicts have on international relations? Use examples to illustrate your point of view.
3. What actors are traditionally involved in resolving an armed conflict? Comment on the role of military and relief organizations.
4. Comment on the war between Georgia and South Ossetia/the Yugoslav war in the context of world politics.
	Adjectives:
Armed/military/violent conflict.
For years the region has been torn apart by armed conflicts. UN troops intervened to avert a threat of a violent conflict.
Expressions with conflict:
Unresolved conflict; to turn a frozen conflict into a hot one; to erupt (about a conflict), to be rooted in [religion]. 
Expressions with war:
to be on the brink of war; to declare war on smb/smth; the outbreak of war; to be at war; the horrors of war, grim realities of war; to risk escalating into a full-scale war; to stoke a war; to break out (about war); to win/lose a war; a war/danger zone, to be war-torn (about a country/region).
Roots of conflicts:
Ethnic/territorial/economic disputes, separatism, border violation, random violence; Kosovo’s secession from Serbia; to declare autonomy from (Georgia), to declare/proclaim independence from smb; to retake by force, to regain control of smth, to restore smb’s territorial integrity, to recover lost territories; to lay siege to smb/smth, to be under siege, to end/lift/raise a siege; to break down (about talks), to disrupt elections/talks; to exert military pressure; to escalate/contribute to tensions; to resolve a conflict militarily; to accuse smb of military build-up; to carry out ethnic cleansing; to break off diplomatic relations.
‘Ethnic cleansing’, in which people are forced from their homes at gunpoint, has not stopped. 
Consequences of a conflict:
To declare a state of emergency; to commit atrocities; to leave a conflict zone, to flee (from) smth/smb, to grow (about a number of refugees), to loom (about a humanitarian crisis), to cope with the influx of casualties, to be overwhelmed with casualties (about hospitals); to apply for/seek/be granted asylum, to be an asylum seeker; to be injured/wounded in the [Georgian] offensive/during a bombing raid/in the bombardment of the capital; to pose a serious threat to [regional] stability; to impose/lift curfew, to place [a town] under curfew.
We saw long queues of people fleeing the war. Many refugees have crossed the border to escape the war. The government imposed a night curfew throughout the country. The curfew was lifted on May 6th. Some of the worst atrocities in the Yugoslav war took place at a farm near Sarajevo. 
Efforts to resolve the conflict:
to make efforts to resolve the conflict; to break the deadlock; to reach (an) agreement on smth; to call a truce; to appeal for a ceasefire, to implement [six-point] ceasefire, to restore peace; to prevent any further genocide and exodus; to withdraw troops to [pre-conflict position]; to sign peace accord.
There are hopes here that fragile ceasefire will hold, allowing peace talks to continue. A peace accord was signed by both leaders. New talks will begin on Monday in an effort to break the deadlock. They agreed to call a truce.



TERRORISM
	Talking points

	Vocabulary list

	1. What is terrorism? What goals are usually pursued by terrorists? What do you know about nuclear/chemical terrorism? Why do they pose a grave threat to society?
2. Is terrorism a new phenomenon? Do you agree that terrorism played a key role throughout history worldwide? Use examples to illustrate your point of view.
3. What are the main features of modern terrorism? Why is it a hard and complex task to combat modern terrorism?
4. Comment on the role of mass media and electronic communications in developing modern terrorism. How should the media cover terror attacks and what should be the journalists’ priorities while performing such work?
5. What are the roots of international terrorism in Russia and the UK?
	Terror
Adj.+N: (against all people) indiscriminate, mass; random; (by a particular group) state, Nazi, fascist:
V+N: (use terror) inflict on smb, perpetrate, spread, unleash, wage on smb;
Violent methods: banishment, expropriation of property, arbitrary arrest, torture, assassination, execution; to intimidate, to discourage/repress opposition:
E.g. The dictator is the symbol of state terror and aggression. The violence and terror they unleashed shocked the international community.
Terrorism
Adj.+N: 
cross-border, global, international, transnational; domestic, home-grown; indiscriminate, mass:
E.g. The war abroad fuelled home-grown terrorism in Britain. International terrorism represents a global well-organized network, which engages various groups of different sizes, and radicalized individuals, inspired by violent, extremist beliefs.
V+N:
to combat, to confront, to counter, to curb, to deter, to fight, to oppose, to prevent, to tackle; to defeat, to eliminate, to eradicate; (speak publicly against terrorism) to abhor, to condemn, to denounce, to renounce; (support/encourage terrorism) to abet, to finance, to foment, to glorify, to incite, to promote, to sponsor; (commit acts of terrorism) to commit, to perpetrate, to carry out (an attack);
We don’t believe this war is the most effective means of combating international terrorism. Eradicating terrorism is a much more daunting task than most people realize. Freedom of speech never should be an excuse for inciting terrorism and fostering hatred. They were charged with conspiring to commit acts of terrorism.
N+against+terrorism:
Battle, campaign, fight, stand, struggle, war;
N+of+terrorism:
Evil, menace, scourge, spectre, threat:
E.g. We must be consistent and tackle the scourge of terrorism wherever it is present.
Modern terrorism: a complicated and multi-faceted problem; to pose threat to international peace and security, inspired by violent, extremist beliefs; aimed at causing mass casualties and most demolition; to create a climate of fear among civilians; to make a bomb with a higher explosive effect; to attack a nuclear power reactor/chemical plants; to be carried out in the name of Islam; to be rooted in malignant misinterpretation of Koran; distorted version of the Islamic faith; to justify and legitimize terrorist acts; to seek safe havens; to benefit from the development of mass media and electronic communications; to broadcast terrorist acts; to convey one’s message to TV watchers;  to catch maximum attention of mass media; to spread terrorism propaganda on the Internet; to challenge the world order; to require a wide-ranging and comprehensive response.
Counter-terrorism: to launch a long-term strategy to respond to international terrorism; to improve international legislative basis to face new challenges in counter-terrorism; to block activities of terrorists; to prevent their access to radiological/nuclear materials; to confront the states that assist terrorist organizations and apply sanctions against them; to counter abuse of cyberspace by terrorists; to counter propaganda of terrorism, separatism and extremism.
Terrorist:
Adj.+N: (possible) alleged, suspected, wanted, would-be, convicted; (dangerous or crazy) armed, cowardly, fanatical, fundamentalist, notorious, suicidal (suicide bomber);
N+N: terrorist act/activity/attack/bombing/group/ murder/offence/plot/strike/threat:
E.g. Thanks to the hard work of intelligence services, we have seen arrests of suspected terrorists around the world. Twenty people were killed in the latest terrorist attack. Cowardly terrorists killed 182 innocent civilians. Participants paid tribute to the victims of the terrorist acts.
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