


THE BLACK CAT
Part I
Exercises
Exercise № 1
Match the verbs, collocations and idioms with their meanings
	1. Plunge in 

	a.      To wait to make a decision until the next day, after you have rested and had more time to think.


	2.         Sleep through 

	 b. To allow someone to do what they want or enjoy.


	3.          Sleep on something

	c.  To sleep in order to stop thinking or worrying about something, or to stop feeling something.

	4.          Sleep away 
	

	d. To remain sleeping although there is a lot of noise around you.


	5.          Sleep over 

	e.	To get rid of an unpleasant or uncomfortable feeling by sleeping, especially after eating or drinking too much.

	6.          Sleep off  

	f. To sleep at someone else's house for one night.

	7.         Indulge in 
	g. To suddenly start doing something with energy and enthusiasm, but sometimes without thinking about it first.

	8.         Indulge a passion/taste/interest
	h. To be with someone who does not want to be with you.

	9.        Plunge into
	i. To have or eat something that you enjoy but that you should not have much of.

	10.      Shudder at 
	j. To quickly push something a long way into something else.


	11.     Shudder to think

	k. To be shocked by something.


	12.     Inflict yourself on someone 
	l. Is used when you do not want to think about something because it is very unpleasant.



Exercise № 2
Fill in the gaps with the missing word
1. She fled _____ the room in tears. (Cam)
2. In order to escape capture, he fled ____ the country. (Cam)
3. She had another _______ excuse for being late. (Cam)
4. He disguised _________ by shaving his head and wearing a false beard. 
5. We ran down to the beach and plunged _______ the sea. (Cam) 
6. The country has been plunged ______ the recession. (Cam)
7. Peter has really plunged _____ his schoolwork this term. (Cam)
8. I asked her how she was and she plunged ______ along account of how she’d split up with her boyfriend. (Cam)
9. I usually sleep ____ at the weekends. (Cam)
10. We’re all tired and none of us can think straight so why don’t we go home and sleep ____ it? (Cam)
11.  I can usually sleep ______ a headache. (Cam)
12. If you don’t want to catch a train home at that time of night you are welcome to sleep ______ . (Cam)
13. I never heard the storm last night.  – I slept ______ it. (Cam)
14. I ___________   ____ _________what my parents will say when I tell them I’ve failed my exam.  (Cam)
15. He still ___________ at the memory of his car accident. (Cam)
16. She ____________ at the thought of kissing him. (Cam)
17. This weapon is capable of _________ massive military and civilian causalities. (Cam)
18.  I wish he wouldn’t keep ______ his views on me! (Cam)
19. She managed somehow __________ his telephone number. (Cam)
20. He’d _________  us seat in the front row. (Cam)	

Exercise № 3
Fill in the gaps with the appropriate word
1. Talking to a psychotherapist was a way of ____________  himself of a lot of worries and buried anger. (Cam)
2. He’s happy to ___________ himself to anyone who’ll listen. (Cam)
3. James needed to _______________ himself to someone. (Mac)
4. It will be an opportunity to _________  the ideas he has been developing. (Mac)
5. We had  to listen to my uncle __________  on what’s wrong with the world. (Cam)
6. The place has always inspired me with _____ and wonder. (Mac)
7. They gazed in _____  at their hero. (Mac)
8. He is totally in _______ of his father. (Mac)
9. School heads __________ their roles in different ways. (Mac)
10. Computers were often _____________ as a threat. (Mac)
11. He is not known for having a warm and friendly______________ . (Mac)
12. Mowbray has shown a ___________ to take unnecessary risks. (Mac)
13. I ___________ the memory of those happy times. (Mac)
14. She had no ________ about eavesdropping on conversations. (Mac)
15. Such a policy would __________ severe hardship and suffering. (Mac)
16. She ___________ slightly at the memory. (Mac)
17. He ___________ towards the door and wrenched it open. (Mac)
18. It is simply ___________ to refuse a perfectly safe treatment. (Mac)
19. Cuts in funding could _____________ this vital research work. (Mac)
20. Nobody made any response to his _____________ suggestion. (Mac)

Exercise № 4
Read the sentences and pay attention to italicized parts. Use the structures in the sentences of your own
1. For the most wild, yet most homely narrative which I am about to pen, I neither expect nor solicit belief.
2. I married early, and was happy to find in my wife a disposition not uncongenial with my own. 
3. Not that she was ever serious upon this point – I mention the matter at all for no better reason than that it happens, just now, to be remembered.
4. I am above the weakness of seeking to establish a sequence of cause and effect, between the disaster and the atrocity.
5. This, then, was the very creature of which I was in search. 

Exercise № 5
Translate from English into Russian. Pay special attention to the constructions “to be + Adjective/ Participle I-II”
1. Don't be absurd. 2. I had forgotten you were so literal. 3. You're being very offensive. 4. He was properly apologetic for disturbing Rose. 5. If you were not so drunk and insulting, I would explain everything. 6. Of course he was bitter at her long neglect, of course he was mistrustful of her sudden love. 7. Don't be ridiculous. 8. Joseph was insistent that his wishes were carried out. 9. But she was hopeful that she might meet someone she knew. 10. There's one point I'm not clear about. 11. Stan had been helpful also. At Peter's request he had made inquiries about the two youths. 12. It was very bewildering. 13. At home, Natalie was understanding and, as always, loving. 14. Some people were making remarks out loud about how slow I was. 15. Co-ordinated, high-level planning, either national or international, was non-existent. 16. It was a job the clerks all hated because people whom they called were invariably bad-tempered and frequently abusive. 17. Well, I do sometimes get a little scolding. I'm told I've been naughty, and not to do it again. 18. Customs men were aware that most returning travellers did a little smuggling, and were often tolerant about it. 

Exercise № 6
Sentences 1- 5 are statement beginnings which represent information given in Paragraphs 6- 10. In the box below, there are some statement endings lettered a- j. Choose the correct ending for each statement. There are more statement endings than you will need
1. I grew, day by day, …
2. I fancied that the cat …
3. I experienced a sentiment half of horror, half of remorse, for the crime of which I had been guilty; but it was, at best, …
4. Perverseness is one of the primitive impulses of the human heart, which shows ...
5. My entire worldly wealth …

	a
	a weak feeling.

	b
	an annoying thought. 

	c
	more impatient and  easily annoyed.

	d
	tried not to go near me.

	e
	tried  not to move in my presence. 

	f
	disappeared. 

	g
	the main trend of Man’s character.

	h
	the most  remarkable features of  Man’s character.

	i
	gone with the wind.

	j
	furious and  exasperated.



Exercise № 7
Choose the correct answer to complete each sentence according to the information given in the 11- 14 reading passage 
1. The impression was   …
a) given precisely exact . 
b) given in a wrong way.
c) given correctly. 
d) true.
2. When I first beheld this apparition - for I could scarcely regard it as less - my wonder and my terror were ... .
a) extraordinary
b) utmost 
c) special
d) last
3. During this period, there came back into my spirit a half-sentiment that seemed, but was not, … .
a) sympathy 
b) pity
c) compassion
d) attraction
4. What now caused me …  was the fact that I had not sooner perceived the object thereupon.
a) suddenness 
b) unexpectedness
c) amazement
d) wonder

Exercise № 8
Look through the passage and complete the following statements with your own words as briefly as possible
1. My immediate purpose is to place before the world, plainly, succinctly, and without comment, a _____________________. 
2. In their consequences, these events have terrified - have tortured - ________________. 
3. Hereafter, perhaps, some intellect __________________which will reduce my phantasm to the common-place - some intellect more calm, more logical, and far less excitable than my own, which will perceive, in the circumstances I_____________, nothing more than an ordinary succession of very natural causes and effects.
4. From my infancy I was noted for the docility and ________________. 
5. My tenderness of heart was even so conspicuous as to make me____________________. 
6. I was especially fond of animals, and ____________________with a great variety of pets. 
7. With these I spent most of my time, and never was so happy as when __________________. 
8. To those who have cherished affection for a faithful and sagacious dog, I need _________________ of explaining the nature or the intensity of the gratification thus derivable. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]Practical English: Reading © Кучина С.А., 2015 © «Новосибирский государственный технический университет», 2015


