


THE ADVENTURE OF THE YELLOW FACE
Part I
Vocabulary
	1.
	err  verb [intransitive] FORMAL
to make a mistake, especially in a judgment or decision: The court had erred in allowing her parents to testify.

	2.
	exertion noun [count or uncount] 
great physical or mental effort: You can expect sore muscles after a lot of physical exertion

	3.
	Bestir verb [transitive] 
to make active after period of rest: After several months of indifference, the residents finally started to bestir themselves to stop the motorway from being built near their homes.


	4.
	indefatigable adjective FORMAL 
never showing signs of getting tired

	5.
	scanty adjective 
not much and less than is needed: We have only received scanty information so far.	

	6.
	spearhead noun [count] 
the hard pointed object at the end of a spear

	7.
	ramble verb [intransitive] 
1 to talk for a long time in a confused way
2	to go for a long walk

	8.
	Brier/ briar noun
1         [count or uncount] a bush with THORNS (=sharp points) on its branches
2	[count] a pipe for smoking tobacco made from briar
3	[count or uncount] a plant with a hard root that is used for making pipes to smoke tobacco

	9.
	amber noun [uncount] 
a hard yellow-brown substance used for making jewellery

	10.
	patch verb [transitive] 
to cover a hole in clothes by sewing a patch over it

	11.
	peculiar adjective
especially true or typical of a particular person, thing, or situation: PARTICULAR: Each person's handwriting has its own peculiar characteristics. Water holds a peculiar fascination for children.

	12.
	pensive adjective 
seeming to be thinking carefully about something especially something sad or serious: a pensive expression

	13.
	offhand adjective 
unfriendly in the way you treat someone

	14.
	char verb	[intransitive or transitive] 
if something chars or is charred, it is burnt until its outer surface becomes black: Cook the peppers under a hot grill until the skin chars.

	15.
	dazed  adjective 
unable to think clearly or understand what is happening because you are surprised, upset, tired, or have been hit on the head

	16.
	fir noun[count] 
a tall tree with thin sharp leaves that do not fall off in winter. It produces brown woody fruits called cones and can be called a fir or a fir tree. a. [uncount] the wood of a fir tree

	17.
	rigid adjective 
stiff, hard, and difficult to bend or move: The door is made from galvanized steel with a rigid frame.

	18.
	churlish adjective 
impolite and unfriendly, especially towards someone who does not deserve to be treated in this way: churlish behaviour It seemed churlish to refuse.

	19.
	furtive adjective
furtively adverb
furtiveness noun [uncount] done quickly and secretly to avoid being noticed: a furtive glance a. behaving in a way that makes people think you do not want to be noticed

	20.
	wince verb [intransitive] to react to something with a sudden expression on your face that shows you are embarrassed or feel pain



Phrasal verbs, collocations, idioms and word combinations 
	1.
	sake noun
do something for its own sake or do something for the sake of it something's sake
to do something because you enjoy it or think it is important, not because you want to achieve an aim:
Encourage your children to seek knowledge for its own sake.
I'm not just asking for the sake of it. I need an answer.
for God's/Christ's/goodness'/Heaven's/Pete's sake  SPOKEN
used for emphasizing what you are saying when you are annoyed aangry: 
Oh, for goodness' sake, leave me alone!
for old times' sake
in order to celebrate or remember an enjoyable past experience:
I They still send her a Christmas card every year, for old times' sake.

	2.
	spare adjective
 be going spare BRITISH SPOKEN
used for saying that something is available for someone if they want it:
Can I borrow these books if they're going spare?
go spare BRITISH INFORMAL
to get extremely angry:
Trevor went spare when he saw me with another man.

	3.
	ramble verb
ramble on verb [intransitive] INFORMAL to talk or write about something for a long time in a way that is boring or annoying

	4.
	patch verb
patch together  [transitive]
to make something quickly and often carelessly by putting together various objects or ideas: We managed to patch together an impromptu evening's entertainment.
patch up [transitive]
1 to become friends with someone again after a disagreement:
Apparently, they've since patched things up with their father.
The meeting was intended to patch up relations between the two sides.
patch it/things up (with someone) 
2 to repair something, often quickly and not very well:
The road needs resurfacing, not just patching up.
3	to give basic medical treatment to someone who is injured:
The nurses managed to patch her up temporarily.

	5.
	cock verb
cock an/your ear to listen very carefully
cock up [transitive] to spoil something by doing it wrongly BRITISH IMPOLITE

	6.
	tether noun 
be at/reach the end of your tether
to feel very upset because you are no longer able to deal with a difficult situation

	7.
	 wound noun
reopen/open (old) wounds
to make someone remember something bad that happened in the past:
To condemn him publicly would reopen wounds within the party.
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