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American dream
Task 1

Everybody heard about the American dream. What do you think Americans mean by that?

Task 2
Visit the site http://www.todaysamericandream.com/ In case the link does not open right from here, just copy and paste it into the browser window.
Read from the first page about the site. Look up the new vocabulary in the dictionary.
Welcome to Today's American Dream!  This site is dedicated to restoring the "American Dream" in the vision of America's Founding Fathers. Hopefully, these educational resources will enable Americans to apprehend and appreciate the principles that inspired America's Founding Fathers to pledge their lives, fortunes and sacred honor in order to secure the blessings of Liberty.

The American Dream... the words have been ingrained into us since very early in our lives. But what exactly is the American Dream? What does it mean to you? Is the American Dream still alive today? Are you living it? Consider what others have to say about the American Dream.

To kick off the celebration of their 10th anniversary, Forbes.com "asked more than 60 great achievers, including actors, artists, politicians and executives, to answer the question 'What is the American Dream?'."
Most of today's Americans would say that home ownership is the American Dream. Others would say that it is being your own boss, having your own business or becoming rich and famous. While the American Dream certainly could include some or all of these things, none of them by themselves constitute the American Dream. Rather, they are a result of it.  The American Dream is far greater!
Task 3
Read about Today's American Dream from http://www.forbes.com/ Choose any three opinions to compare with each other.

America is a land built by immigrants, a patchwork of different cultures and creeds. But despite many 
differences, Americans are held together by the promise of a better life. In celebration of the tenth 
anniversary of Forbes.com, this three-part-series examines the idea of the American Dream. In part one, we 
ask more than 60 great achievers to answer the question, "What is the American Dream?" In part two, we 
take a look at the pursuit of property, and an icon of that dream: a house with a white picket fence. And in 
part three we dissect the promise --and the myth-- that every American has an opportunity to make their 
dreams come true.
Condoleezza Rice On The American Dream 03.29.07, 12:25 PM ET
Dr. Condoleezza Rice is currently serving as U.S. secretary of state, and previously served as national security advisor. As a professor of political science, Dr. Rice has been on the faculty of Stanford University since 1981, and served as Stanford's Provost from 1993-1999. 

What is the American Dream? 

The American Dream is being dealt with and considered on your own merits. In America it doesn't matter where you came from; it matters where you're going. If you get ahead on your own determination and your own drive and your own merits, there should be no obstacles--not race, not creed nor color. And it's so important that that be the case, that there be no obstacles in America.

One of the great things about being a Stanford professor was that, in the classroom, in one corner there would be a fourth-generation Stanford legatee, and in the other corner there would be the child of an itinerant farm worker. And in this country, to obtain the American Dream, we need good educational options for every American. --Interviewed by Brian Wingfield
Chuck Norris On The American Dream03.22.07, 6:00 AM ET
Chuck Norris is the star of more than 20 films and the long-running TV series Walker, Texas Ranger. He is the author of several books, including Justice Rider and Against All Odds, and writes a weekly column at www.worldnetdaily.com. His Web site is www.ChuckNorris.com. 

What is the American Dream? 

I believe the American Dream is not something we’ve invented but inherited.

When our founding fathers created our country, Thomas Jefferson penned that dream in the Declaration of Independence: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." 

I used to think the American Dream could be obtained through the accumulation of possessions, positions and prestige. The “truths self-evident” to our founding fathers eluded me for too long.

“Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” is so much more than fulfilling our own dreams, doing what we want and feeling good. It’s about using our God-given potential to make a positive difference on this planet.

Notice in the Declaration that life and liberty are coupled with happiness, not money, status or materialism. Why not the latter? Because they are fleeting and fluctuate, just like the stock market.

The one constant in life is also the source of all things in the Declaration: “their Creator.” Our founders trusted not in the supply but the supplier to acquire life, liberty and happiness, and encouraged us to do the same.

There’s a verse in the Bible that summarizes it for me: “Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.”

When you’ve got God, you’ve got the gold--and all you need to achieve and experience the American Dream.--Interviewed by Mary Crane
Kurt Russell On The American Dream 03.22.07, 6:00 AM ET
Kurt Russell has starred in films including Escape From New York, Big Trouble in Little China, Miracle and Silkwood, for which he earned a Golden Globe nomination for best supporting actor. He can be seen next in Quentin Tarantino's Grindhouse.

What is the American Dream? 

The American Dream used to be the opportunity to freely create your own life and to honor the rights of all others to do the same, while understanding that to do so fairly there can be no guarantee for success. To live unshackled from the desires of those individuals who seek only guarantees so as to ensure the success of their desires. 

But the American Dream has changed--now I believe it's a wish for freedom at no cost, an existence devoid of scarcity and free from judgment of any kind.

--Interviewed by Lacey Rose

Mel Brooks On The American Dream 03.22.07, 6:00 AM ET
Mel Brooks is a director, producer, writer, actor and the creator of such comedy film classics as Blazing Saddles and Young Frankenstein. Brooks is one of only seven artists/entertainers to earn all four major entertainment prizes--the Tony, the Emmy, the Grammy and the Oscar. 

What is the American Dream? 

When I was a little kid 50 years ago, in 1946, I had just got out of the Army after two years fighting in the war. The American Dream was a house and a car. 

Today, the American Dream is winning American Idol. It's changed slightly. 

In another 50 years from now, when the economy collapses and everything is in threads and torn, the American Dream then, in 20-whatever, will be a house and a car.

--Interviewed By Miriam Marcus
Sasha Cohen On The American Dream 03.22.07, 6:00 AM ET
 In 2006, Sasha Cohen won both the U.S. figure skating national title and a silver medal at the Turino Olympics. This year she has taken a break from competition, choosing to skate at ice shows while studying acting. Just 22, Cohen intends to compete at Vancouver in 2010, her third Olympics. 

What is the American Dream? 

To me, the American Dream is something deep inside that drives you to be who you are. It's a vision, a feeling, a calling--to be someone, to do something, to command attention. I have felt a drive since I was 5 years old. I was the most competitive kid, no matter what I was doing. I was driven and willing to work tirelessly to establish something, be better than my competition, be a role model and have no regrets. 

To achieve something as symbolic as the American Dream, you must be consumed and motivated every day of your life. Otherwise, it’s a hobby. Every day I went to the ice rink I knew my purpose, and what I needed to demand from myself in order to succeed. As the years went by, my focus changed from being better than other skaters to being better than I was yesterday. I feel like I, and my American Dream, have evolved. My dream is bigger now with an awareness of my place in the world and the possibilities out there. 

I love that this is a country where you, and only you, can be whatever you believe. That is the core of it all: the unwavering belief that you can, and you will. That is my American Dream. 

--Interviewed By James M. Clash
Mark Cuban On The American Dream 03.22.07, 6:00 AM ET
Mark Cuban is the co-founder of Broadcast.com, which he sold in 1999 to Yahoo! for $5.7 billion. He is the owner of the Dallas Mavericks, an investor in leading and cutting-edge technologies, and an active blogger on blogmaverick.com. 

What is the American Dream? 

The American Dream is knowing that you can create the life you want on your own terms. The American Dream is not about how much money you acquire--it's about reaching the pinnacle of success, waking up every morning with a smile on your face and looking forward to the day. The American Dream is trying the wrong things any number of times knowing it doesn’t matter, because finding the one thing you love to do makes it all worthwhile. It makes every day fun, so that you feel like you will never work a day in your life. The American Dream is choosing whether you have a family and being able to raise them exactly as you choose if you do.

The American Dream is knowing there is an American Dream.

--Interviewed by Dan Frommer
Thomas Keller On The American Dream 03.22.07, 6:00 AM ET

Thomas Keller is one of the most inventive American chefs working today. His restaurants, The French Laundry, Bouchon, and per se, have won numerous awards, and Keller is the only American chef to hold multiple three-star ratings from the Michelin Guides. 

What is the American Dream? 

I think The American Dream is having the opportunity and being able to realize your goals. It’s such a wonderful thing to be able to do. Then once you do that, you have new opportunities and new goals to try to realize. You can be aware of what’s around you.

The American Dream is also having the opportunity to leave a legacy. To be able to impact people and positively influence other people to realize their dreams in their own lives. The American Dream is about achieving personal goals, having a positive impact on others and leaving a legacy. If we are doing it only for ourselves and personal satisfaction then there is no legacy.

I want to have an impact on other people and give others the opportunities that are apparent to me. I want to be able to give it to them in a way that they can then exceed what you’ve done yourself. 

--Interviewed by Miriam Marcus
Alberto Gonzales On The American Dream 03.22.07, 6:00 AM ET
 Alberto R. Gonzales is the attorney general of the U.S. Prior to serving at the Department of Justice, he was counsel to President George W. Bush; a justice of the Supreme Court of Texas; and Texas' secretary of state. 

What is the American Dream? 

For me the American Dream is the hope and opportunity that allows a poor kid from a poor family to grow up, go to Harvard Law School and become attorney general of the U.S. It also means freedom. As I travel around the world and I get to know these other countries better, it confirms in my mind, without question, that we are the greatest country on Earth.

--Interviewed by Matt Woolsey
Hugh Hefner On The American Dream 03.22.07, 6:00 AM ET
As the editor-in-chief and chief creative officer of Playboy , the world's best-selling men's lifestyle magazine, Hugh M. Hefner has profoundly influenced society in the last 50 years. In 1998 he was inducted into the Hall of Fame of the American Society of Magazine Editors. 

What is the American Dream? 

I think the American Dream is personal, political and economic freedom. It’s what the Constitution assures, it’s an immigrant dream, and a dream which we most identify with, largely in part because the idea has been promoted worldwide through movies and American pop culture. 

When you think of the American Dream, you think about the ability to be free and secure in your own personal lives. [It is] the right to own what you want, to own property and to worship the God of your choice, and privacy in your own home. It’s an idea unique to America and shared by other countries as well.

I think, by and large, the federal government has lost sight of some of those rights and freedoms that the American Dream stands for. Going on the quest for it, and the very fact that we refer to it as a dream, tends to separate the idea of it from reality, but it is what the country is founded on and it will behoove us to remind ourselves of that.

--Interviewed by Hitha Prabhakar
Donald Trump On The American Dream 03.22.07, 6:00 AM ET
Donald J. Trump is a real estate developer who owns such famous New York City addresses as Trump Tower, 40 Wall Street and Trump Park Avenue. He is the Emmy-nominated star and co-producer of reality-TV series, The Apprentice. 

What is the American Dream? 

The American Dream is freedom, prosperity, peace--and liberty and justice for all. That’s a big dream. It’s not always easy to achieve, but that’s the ideal. More than any country in history we’ve made gains toward a democracy that is enviable throughout the world. Dreams require perseverance if they are to be realized, and fortunately we’re a hard-working country and people. We are the luckiest people in history, just by the fact that we are Americans.

--Interviewed by Lacey Rose
Tyra Banks On The American Dream 03.22.07, 6:00 AM ET
Tyra Banks is one of the world's most recognized supermodels and the creator, host and executive producer of both reality-TV hit America's Next Top Model and daytime syndicated talk show The Tyra Banks Show.

What is the American Dream? 

The American Dream is about fulfilling your potential to the max. It’s not a chase for material goods, it's about learning what inspires you in life and creating a plan to turn it into your life's work. 

The way to achieve the Dream is to follow the plan and pay attention to the details because it's those details that make or break you. I look at young girls in the world today and I know every single one of them has the potential to make anything happen in their lives. 

I guess I'm traditional in that I believe hard work and determination have a lot to do with achieving one's dreams. When I was a model, my dream was to have a talk show, so I made a plan to do it--and look at me now. From model to talk show host, anything is possible with a plan. So stand up, be counted and make a difference in the world. The world is waiting for you.

--Interviewed by Hitha Prabhakar
Donna Shalala On The American Dream 03.22.07, 6:00 AM ET
Donna E. Shalala served as U.S. secretary of health and human services from 1993 to 2001, making her the longest-serving HHS secretary in U.S. history. She currently serves as professor of political science and president of the University of Miami. 

What is the American Dream? 

To interpret the American Dream, we must see beyond the expansive landscape of financial and intellectual opportunities, the political and private freedoms that embody our great nation. Bigger than individual fulfillment and more complex than our collective achievements, the American Dream is realized in the sharing of our successes and disappointments, from generation to generation, neighbor to neighbor, city to city, and, ultimately, as a nation.

While to dream the American Dream is a private and personal endeavor, to fulfill its potential is a public and selfless pursuit for the greater good. In our waking life, each American must improve on the past, validate the present and, most importantly, stand up for the rights of future dreamers.

--Interviewed by Allison Van Dusen
